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bound for restaurants and school cafeterias has been left rotting in fields or sold at a steep discount 
because grocery supply chains cannot adapt at the last minute.10  Unlike field crops, fresh produce 
is not part of government subsidization programs, meaning that these farmers could face major 
losses.  Waste is never good, but it is especially tragic at this time when many people are out of 
work and demand at food banks has sharply increased. 

Supply chain disruptions are the most disconcerting thing to me about the recession just 
getting underway, which looks very different from recent recessions.  The Great Recession and 
the early 1980s recession were characterized by losses throughout the economy, with more losses 
in some sectors than others.  The mandatory lockdowns at stay-at-home orders in this cuw 0.72a-Td
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